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TANG IBLE BALLOT INITI ATI VE

-E lec tio n Code Changes Proposed for Submission to the Vo te rs fo r the November 2008 Elec tion­

Submitted to the Attorney General' s Office on September 28,2007

TITLE AND TEXT OF PROPOSED LAW: CA LIFORN IA TANGIIlLE BALLOT ACT OF 2008

The purpose o f initiative is to amend Ca lifornia Elections Code §30 I as foll ows:

Elections Code §30I

A "ballot" means any of the following:

(a) A single card with prescored, number posit ions that is marked by the voter with a punching device and the
accompanying referen ce page or pages containing the names of candidates and the ballot titles of measures to
be voted on with numbered positions corresponding to the numbers on the card ,

(b) One or more cards upon which arc printed the names of thc candidates and the ballot titles of measures to
be voted on by punching or marking in the designated area,

(c) One or more sheets of paper upon which are printed the names of candidates and the ballot titles of
measures to be voted on by marking the designated area and that are tabulated manually or by optica l scanning
equipment.
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Proposed New Subsection:

(d) A ta ngible physical object which ma y be written upon, punched , or otherw ise inde libly markcd hy
the physica l uctin n of thc ind ividu al vote r or thc votcr 's a ide, wh ich is ult imatcly susceptible to coutcnt
recognition for vote counting purposes by a human heing th rough the use of ordinary human physical
senses. Nothing in this subsect ion is intended to proh ihi t or limit the use of electronic and/or
mechan ical devices, includ ing electroni c touchscreen devices, so long as a tan gibl e ballot, pri nted on
pa per or otherwise ta ngible, results from use of suc h elect ro nic and/o r mech anical devices, and such
ta ngible ba llot is the n used for a ll vote counting purposes, a nd eac h vote r sha ll han the opportunity to
physically possess suc h mar ked ballot for personal exami nat ion prior to its bein g east into a ballot box
to be counted.

Proposed New Subsection:

(e) Not hi ng in th is secti on sha ll prohibit the usc of elec t r on ic a nd/o r mecha n ica l eq u ip me n t,

includ in g touchsc reen electron ic equipment, for the purpose of assisting individ ua ls w ith
d isabilities to vote, so long as a ta ngi b le ballot , print ed on pap er or othe rwise ta ngih le, resu lts from

th e use of such electronic a nd/or mechanical eq u ipmen t, and each such ball ot is availa b le to the

vo ter for hi s or her optional ex a m ina t io n through m eans appropriate for tha t person ' s
disabili ty, prior to its being cas t into a ballot box to be counted, so as to provide th e sa me

op p or tun ity for access and participation (includ ing privacy and independence) as for othe r
vo ters.
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